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that sabe pop-off, Prof, Arthur 
Schlesinger dr, has turned up on the 
opposite- editorial page of (he New York 
Times to defend that newspaper’s publi- 
cation of boetlegged Pentagon sccoret 
documents bearing on United States in- 
tervention in the “Tndochit na War, 

His method is the curious one of 
dredging up two news stories published 
by Tus Trmuns 80 years ago and 
seeking fo imply that, whatever the 
Times has done now, it is Insignificant 
compared to the conduct: of Tins Tram. 
UNE then. ~ 


In developing this interesting theste 


Schlesinger, true to form, has his facts 


all scrambled up. He has always heon 


a sloppy and slanted historian, but on 
this cccasion-he exceeds himself. 

He contrasts the asserted “forbear- 
ance” of President Franklin Roosevelt 
toward Ths Trinuse with the “iuscnsi- 
fivily” of the Nixon Depart tracnt of 
Justice in secking to enjola publication 
by the Times and other newspaper 3. 
All of this would be inter: esting if true, 
but it is not, 

- Trwpone stories cited by Schlesinger 
are [1] a report of Dec. 4, 1941, detail- 
ing Roosevell’s plan to mebillze 10 mil- 
lion men’ for service ins a war. in 
europe efter he had campaigned a year 
before on the pledge that “your boys 
are not going to be sent jato any for- 
eign wars’; and*{2} a story of June %, 

942, af the time the United States had 
Inficled a smashing defeat on the Jap- 
anese fleet af the Dattle of Midway, 

Schlesinger says that the first story 
dealt with “secret Army war plans.” 
In fact, it was not an operational plan 
at all. Tis princinal effect was to expose 
Roosevell’s hypocrisy, , 

The second story is desevibed by 
Schlesinger as having “revealed that 
we had. broken the scevet Japanese 
naval ccdes.” TE did nothing of the sort, 
and .not even the Japanese interprelod 
it in that light. Tf they had, they would 
have changed thei codes at once e, bat 
they did not de so for uta a year 
and a half. They did so only after the 
of the ScbEE ae 
Adm. Yaraamoto, was shot down in the 
Southwest Pacific by American fighter 
planes whose pilots had been informed 
of his route. 

Tus Trisunn’s Midway story en- 


‘ deayored to reconstruct the battle order 


of the Japanese naval force sent against 
Midway Island. It was a collaboration 
between Stanley Johnston, a wai corre- 
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spondent who had been present at ‘the 


earlier Battle of the Coral Sea, and. 


Wayne Thomis, aviation editor, At’ the 
tirne there was nothing in any censor- 
ship regulations r lating to estimates of 
the strengin and composilion of enemy 
forces, Johnston pieced together his 
surmises about the Japanese task force 
which approached Midway, using as- 
sumaplions anybody could make. 

He knew of previous Japanese naval 
losses and which carriers had been dam- 
aged, He knew svhat eruisers, supply 
ships, and attack vessels’ were still 
available. He knew the Japanese would 
send the cream of the'remaining crop 
against Midway. Referring to Jane's 
“Al (he World’s Fighting Ships,” he 
made a sirewd appraisal cf what the 
Japanese had sent into action, The story 
appeared in 70 newspapers, one of them 
in Washington, ; 

The Navy Department called Johnston 
and Thorais to Washingten. At the end 
of four days of meetings, the admirals 
seemed lo lose interest, assured the two 
Tuizunp men they had never doubted 
them, and told them {o forget the Ww Hole 
thing. : 
There matters foaled until August, 
when Roosevell’s attorney general,. 
Francis Biddle, presumably acting on 
While IIcuse or dors , said that a federal 
grand jury would jnvestigale THe Tr- 
uni fo discover whethar action shovld 
be taken fcr’ publishing “confidential 
jnformation.’? The announcement was 
unusual in itself, for the usual practice 
is to give no advanee notice of such 
hearings to those they might involve, 
Riddle also sent a special assistant at- 
tornoy general to Chicago to direct the 
inquiry. . 

At the end of anveck, after John ston, 
‘Thomis,. and the managing editor of 
Jur Trinuns, J. Loy Maloney, had 
appeared before the grand jury at their 
own request, the grand jovy decided 
that no indictment was merited or would 
be returned, But it caunot be said that 
the admivistration hadn't tried. 

it isito be noted that tha Johnston- 
Thomis story made no reference to 
ecdes of any. kind, and the grand jury 
was aware of this, : 

The Schlesinger version of this epi- 
sode and the eariler story dealing wilh 
the administratfon’s mobilization plan 
does not accom] with the facts. He says 
that “ihe Roosevelt administration, tho 
greatly tempted, took no Jegal action 
agaiast ‘Ue riunc in the first in- 
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stance aud, in the second, finally eban- 


doned legal action forecd by the Navy 
on a yeluctant Department of Justice.” 
The crrors in this slatement are mani 
fest. The Navy did not “foree” any- 
thing. As stated, it had told Johnston 
and Thomis to forget the matter. ae 
vell’s Justice Department was not ' 
Iuctant.” Ib followed the bass’ eae 
but it did not succeed in making a case. 
‘am Trrpuxk at the time Ceseribed 


the administration’s action as ee 


harassment. . 

Schlesinger caps his ter Hons seoount 
by stating, “The fact that Nixen’s De- 
parbnent of Justice 
tion against newspapers, where Roose- 
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has deraanded ace. 


yolt's Department of Justice, under’ 


greater provocation and in more parlous 
times, resisted doing. so indicates, at 
least, an srainous insensitivity-to the 
First Amendment on the part cf the 
present ae general, John Mitch- 
el, alas, is no Wrancis Biddle.” 

Thus endeth ihe « 
tortion. 


day’s lesson in dis- 
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